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ONE  OF THE VERY NUMEROUS CASTLES OF THE  RHINE

The most important river in Europe, the Rhine, rises in Switzerland, flows between France and

Germany, through the latter country and then across Holland.   In this picture we see the Castle

of Maus, with the townships of St. Goar and St. Goarshausen beyond.    People have travelled

from all parts of the world to see the wonderful views along the banks of the Rhine.

THE   RHINE AND THE RHINELAND

IN the very heart of Switzerland a
great glacier protrudes its icy tongue
down a high valley.   As it melts a
stream of water runs away in a turbid
creamy  flood  down  the  valley  past
tiny villages of wooden houses, until
it is joined by another stream that has
come from the Adula group of moun-
tains farther south.

You would never think, to look at
them, that either of these mountain
streams was of any great importance;
and even after they have joined their
insignificant floods near the small town
of Tamins, the river thus formed is
just like hundreds of others in this
beautiful mountain land, flowing swiftly
through deep valleys, pausing a little
where grassy flower-covered meadows

invite it, and flowing cheerily beneath
wooden bridges where the villages of
Swiss herdsmen and mountaineers
snuggle comfortably in the valley
bottom under the protection of their big
white churches, each with a spire that
is like a fat bottle-stopper at the top.

A Mighty River.

Yet if you follow this river from its
wild home among the mountains to
the sea, you will find that your respect
and admiration for it grow as the river
increases in beauty and importance,
until you realise that this mighty flood,
bearing a bigger load of commerce
than any other river on the continent,
is one of the most wonderful things in
the world.
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